ADULT LUTHERANS ORGANIZED FOR ACTION (ALOA)

COVENANT CONGREGATION COMMITMENT AGREEMENT

We, the members of  _____________________________________________ Church, an 

________ (ELCA or LCMS) congregation located in ________________________________

 _______________________________________(City, State) are pleased to enter into a covenant 

relationship with ADULT LUTHERANS ORGANIZED FOR ACTION  (ALOA)
whereby we agree to support the mission of ALOA  “to be a resource to the Lutheran Church that strengthens ministry by, for and with older adults.”

WHEREAS, approximately 1/2 of the members of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod are seniors; and


WHEREAS, approximately 76 million Americans will become seniors over the next two decades, and

WHEREAS, the fastest growing segment of the American population is over the age of 85, and


WHEREAS, our national church bodies provide no formal services, resources, or planning for older adult ministry;


THEREFORE, we commit to partner with ALOA to ensure that the needs and interests of our congregation’s senior members are considered and met to the best of our ability, and that opportunities for their spiritual growth are provided.


FURTHER, we commit to our senior members that their talents and skills and gifts will be assessed and used for the benefit of them, our congregation, and our community, and to the Glory of God.


As evidence of this covenant, our congregation commits to provide an annual stipend (See Schedule A) to ALOA to assist with the management of its services, to distribute ALOA materials to our seniors, to provide opportunities for learning, fellowship, and service to our seniors, and to assess--formally or informally--the material and spiritual needs of seniors in our congregation and the community.     


In return, ALOA commits to:

· Organize national educational and fellowship events for seniors

· Encourage regional and local educational and fellowship events for seniors

· Encourage Districts and Synods to form Older Adult Ministry Task Forces to work with local congregations

· Encourage a cradle-to-grave faith development process that allows seniors to explore and grow spiritually while serving as mentors and role models for younger people

· Develop and encourage study programs and discussion series that speak to the special needs of seniors

· Encourage intergenerational study programs and discussion series that facilitate the sharing of faith stories and values

· Encourage annual congregational rites of recognition for seniors

· Research, develop and distribute materials and information designed to help your congregation develop, nurture and maintain comprehensive senior ministry and outreach programs.  
Signed: ______________________________________     Title: _____________________

Email: ______________________________________       Date:_____________________

Telephone:  __________________________          Size:  __________  Confirmed Members

Send with check (See Schedule A) to ALOA, Operations Center, 901 E. Stroop Road, Kettering, OH 45429.

